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For ROCO’s debut album, it was important 

for the selection of works to be a collaborative 

process. We surveyed our musicians and asked 

them to select their favorite pieces fromROCO’s 

repertoire over our first twelve seasons. Given our 

long history of commissioning, it was not surprising 

that five of our then fifty-eight world premiere 

commissions rose to the top. The recording 

sessions were originally scheduled for August 2017 

in the Texas Hill Country, just outside of Houston. 

Unfortunately, Hurricane Harvey struck just days 

before, resulting in an eight monthdelay of the 

project. The sixth piece, Anthem of Hope: Houston 

Strong, commissioned in honor of the resiliency of 

the Houston community in the wake of the storm, 

was added to complete the story of the album.
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Reena Esmail (b. 1983)
www.reenaesmail.com
Teen Murti for String Orchestra (2013)

Early in her compositional years, Reena had 
the idea that good composition should be 
“seamless”. She got this notion partly from 
the show tunes she listened to as a child, with 
predictable direction and smooth transitions. 
As she got further along in her studies with 
composers such as Chris Theofanidis, she 
felt an increasing sense of liberation from 
historical compositional rules. Reena, who has been a serious student of 
Hindustani music for several years, does not aim for fusion, though. Rather, she 
wants to let both musics exist in the same space, including not just musical content 
but other aspects of musical life, like concert culture and audience participation.

Most Indians will immediately recognize Teen Murti as the name of the New Delhi 
residence of the first prime minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, named for the 
sculpture that stands in front. Teen Murti means three statues, figures or repre-
sentations in Hindi. Though not directly based on the sculptures, this work shares 
their title as it is centered around three large musical ‘figures’ that are adjoined by 
short interludes - similar to the idea behind Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition. 
It lays out three tableaux: each rooted in a specific raag and its Hindustani melodic 
tradition, and those melodies are interwoven using a more Western technique.

R e e n a  E s m a i l  c o n t i n u e d . . .    I n  h e r  o w n  w o r d s :

At the many concerts of Hindustani musicians I attended while in India, I noticed 
a curious thing that would happen before each performance. The artist would an-
nounce the raag to be sung or played that evening, and immediately many of 
the cognoscenti in the audience would begin humming the characteristic phrases 
or ‘pakads’ of that raag quietly to themselves, intoning with the drone what was 
already sounding on stage. It had a magical feeling - as if that raag was present 
in the air, and tiny wisps of it were already starting to precipitate into the audible 
world in anticipation of the performance. I wanted to open this piece in that way 
and continue to return to that idea in the interludes.

Derek Bermel (b. 1967)
www.derekbermel.com
Murmurations (2015)
	 I.	 Gathering near Gretna Green
	 II.	 Soaring over Algiers
	 III.	Swarming Rome

ROCO Co-commission with 
New Century Chamber Orchestra, 
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, and A Far Cry

continued
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